Chromosomal aberrations in cultures of skin fibroblasts of leprosy patients.
A search for structural and numerical chromosomal aberrations was made on metaphases obtained by culturing in vitro skin fibroblasts of 16 leprosy patients (10 lepromatous, 2 borderline, and 4 tuberculoid cases) and 2 healthy individuals used as controls. The data were analyzed taking into account sex, age, race, form of leprosy, bacterial index, type of therapy, and age of the fibroblast cultures. Structural chromosomal aberrations are the only type of chromosomal abnormality that may be accepted as significantly increased in the skin fibroblasts of leprosy patients who are under treatment with dapsone alone or with combined therapy.